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The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) offers this survivors and burial benefits kit as a source 
of pre-need planning information and record storage for Veterans and their families. This kit 

is intended to be used as a supplement to the {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ±! 5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ 
Benefits pamphlet1. 

 
Included you will find Planning for the Future, a section to guide you through possible end-of-life 
ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŜƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ 
and how you should apply. 

 
For your added benefit, we have provided space for you to add your own personal information 
that can be kept in one location for your use, and for the use of loved ones. These sections 
identify the location of important documents, account numbers, military discharge documents, 
and marital information. 

 
We have provided samples of completed forms that may be needed in the application process. 
VA forms change periodically; current versions can be found online at www.va.gov/vaforms. 

 
It is our sincere desire that the information and documents contained in this brochure assist 
you and your loved ones. 

 
On behalf of a grateful nation, we respectfully thank all Veterans for their service. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Honor is not a word, 

but a way of life. 

 
1 www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/benefits-summary/SummaryofVADependentsandSurvivorsBenefits.pdf 
 
 

https://benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/benefits-summary/SummaryofVADependentsandSurvivorsBenefits.pdf
https://benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/benefits-summary/SummaryofVADependentsandSurvivorsBenefits.pdf
http://www.va.gov/vaforms
https://benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/benefits-summary/SummaryofVADependentsandSurvivorsBenefits.pdf
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Planning for the Future  

VA has benefits designed to aid you and your family in preparing for the future. The documents 
in this packet will help guide you and your loved ones as you plan, and ensure your survivors 
know what benefits are available to them. 

The following benefits are available to Veterans and their families: 

 
Pre-Need Eligibility for National Cemetery Burial or Memorialization  

VA provides for a final resting place for eligible Veterans, spouses, and their eligible 
dependents, as well as a headstone or marker, a flag to drape the casket and a Presidential 
Memorial Certificate. 

 
Memorial or Burial Flags  

A United States flag is provided, at no cost, to drape the casket or accompany the urn of a 
deceased Veteran who served honorably in the U. S. Armed Forces. U.S. Post Offices are the 
primary issuing point for burial flags. Each family of a decedent is entitled to one flag. 

 
Government Headstones or Markers 

±! Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƘŜŀŘǎǘƻƴŜΣ ŎƻƭǳƳōŀǊƛǳƳ ƴƛŎƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊΣ ƻǊ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 
final resting place (private, state or national cemeteries). 

 
Cemetery Medallions 

VA can provide a medallion for use on a headstone or other memorial in a private cemetery 
to signify a ŘŜŎŜŘŜƴǘΩǎ status as Veteran. Multiple sizes are available. 

 
Presidential Memorial Certificates  

VA can provide a Presidential Memorial Certificate (PMC) to the family of the deceased 
Veteran. A PMC is an engraved paper certificate signed by the current President. 

 
Burial Benefits and Burial Automatic Payments 

Burial benefits are paid to a spouse, designated family member, or executor to partially 
ƻŦŦǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ōǳǊƛŀƭ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎΣ Ǉƭƻǘ ŎƻǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎΦ 
These benefits are paid at different rates based on whether ǘƘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ- 
connected or non-service connected. 

If the Veteran was receiving VA benefits prior to passing and had a spouse of record, these 
benefits will usually be paid automatically to that spouse. However, additional funds may be 
paid, or payment made to another party, if an application is completed. Additional benefits, 
including a plot or interment allowance and transportation allowance, may also be payable. 
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An application for non-service-connected burial benefits must be submitted within two years from 
the date of death. There is no time limit for a service-connected death. 

 
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 

Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) is a monthly tax-free benefit provided to an 
eligible surviving spouse, dependent child(ren), and/or parent(s) of a Servicemember who died 
while on active duty, active duty for training, inactive duty training, or to survivors of Veterans 
who died from a service-connected disability(ies).  

DIC benefits paid to surviving spouses and children are not income based.  Parents DIC is an income-
based benefit for parents who were financially dependent on a Servicemember or Veteran who died 
from a service-related cause. 

 
Dependentsô Educational Assistance Program 

The 5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ Educational Assistance Program offers education and training opportunities to 
eligible dependents of Veterans who are permanently and totally disabled due to a service- 
related condition or of Servicemembers who died during active military service or Veterans who died as 
a result of a service-related condition. 

 
Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship 

Provides children with financial support for tuition and fees, books and supplies, and housing. You 
may be eligible for up to 36 months of Fry Scholarship benefits if you are the child of a 
Servicemember who died during active duty after September 10, 2001. You must use your benefits 
between your 18th and 33rd birthdays. You may still be eligible if you are married. 

The 15-year time limitation for using Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits is eliminated for qualifying 
dependents (Fry children who became eligible on or after January 1, 2013 and all Fry spouses). 

 
Survivors Pension 

A tax-free monetary benefit payment to a low-income, un-remarried surviving spouse and/or 
eligible unmarried child(ren) of a deceased wartime Veteran, whose death is not service-related.   
Certain deductible expenses, such an unreimbursed medical expense, may be used to reduce the 
ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ income. 

 
Special Monthly Pension Benefits 

Certain survivors who are eligible for VA pension benefits and require the aid and attendance of 
another person, or are housebound, may be eligible for additional monetary payment.  These 
benefits are in addition to monthly pension, and they are not paid without eligibility to Pension.   
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The Civilian Health and Medical Program of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 

A benefit that provides reimbursement for some medical expenses to certain surviving spouses 
or children of deceased Veterans, or spouses or children of Veterans with permanent and total 
service-connected disabilities who are not eligible for TRICARE. 

 
Home Loans 

VA can help eligible unmarried surviving spouses (or those remarried after reaching age 57) 

become homeowners. This benefit may be used to help you buy, build, refinance, repair, and 

retain, a home for your own personal occupancy.  You must be in receipt of Dependency and 

Indemnity Compensation (DIC) and the surviving spouse of a Veteran who died: a) on active or 

select reserve service, b) from a service-connected cause, or c) was rated totally disabled for a 

certain period of time preceding death.  Other surviving spouses, include: a) spouse of a 

Servicemember missing in action or a prisoner of war, and b) spouse of a certain totally disabled 

Veteran whose disability may not have been the cause of death.  For more information visit the 

home loan web page2 or call 1-877-827-3702. 

 
Veterans Month of Death Benefits 

If a Veteran who is receiving VA compensation or pension benefits passes away, their last 
month of benefits can be paid to their surviving spouse. This payment is usually automatic, 
but if it is not received, it can be claimed via a phone call to 1-800-827-1000, or through your 
Veterans Service Officer (VSO) or County Veterans Service Officer (CVSO). 

For additional information regarding eligibility requirements see the Summary of VA 
5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ {ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎΩ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ3. 

 

VA Life Insurance 

As part of our mission to serve Servicemembers, Veterans, and their families, VA provides 

valuable life insurance benefits to give you the peace of mind that comes with knowing your 

ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΦ ±!Ωǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 

security for your family given the extraordinary risks involved in military service. 

VA has several different insurance programs. To get the insurance benefits you've earned, 

explore your options, manage your policy, update your life insurance beneficiary 

designation(s), or file claims, visit www.benefits.va.gov/insurance. 

 
2 www.benefits.va.gov/homeloans/ 
3 www.benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/benefits-summary/SummaryofVADependentsandSurvivorsBenefits.pdf 
 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/homeloans/
https://benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/benefits-summary/SummaryofVADependentsandSurvivorsBenefits.pdf
https://benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/benefits-summary/SummaryofVADependentsandSurvivorsBenefits.pdf
http://www.benefits.va.gov/insurance/
file://///vacohsm01.dva.va.gov/VACO_Workgroups/VBACO/CO-BAS-27/BASPublic/1-Coorespondence%20032020/www.benefits.va.gov/homeloans/
https://benefits.va.gov/BENEFITS/benefits-summary/SummaryofVADependentsandSurvivorsBenefits.pdf


Planning Your Legacy: VA Survivors and Burial Benefits Kit 5 

 

 

 

What to Do, and Whené 

Preparing for the passing of a loved one, or even oneself, can be a difficult and confusing time.  
The following informs you of what you may need to do, and when, to ensure your survivors have 
the information and documents needed to obtain the benefits for which they may be entitled. 

 
For the Veteran, when discussing your final wishes with your loved ones: 

ω Discuss your military service and any VA disability rating information with your 
family and if possible, locate copies of your military separation document(s), such as 
your DD214. 

ω Use VA-Form 21-сус/ ǘƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇƻǳǎŜΩǎ ƳŀǊƛǘŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ This 
information may be needed if your spouse applies for VA benefits after your passing. 

ω Discuss your final wishes regarding your remains. If you wish to be buried in a national 
cemetery after your passing, consider applying now for pre-need burial eligibility. 

ω Be sure to complete and annually review your life insurance beneficiary designation(s), 
which will make it much easier to file a claim and receive benefits quickly. 

 
For the Veteranôs family, as the Veteran is approaching end of life: 

ω Speak to the ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ doctor about how to obtain copies of medical records before and 
after the ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ passing, in case they may be needed in the future. 

ω Discuss with the Veteran where and when they have received treatment for any medical 
conditions which you believe may have been incurred in, or exacerbated by, their military 
service. 

ω If you believe the Veteran may be entering into their period of final illness, begin keeping 
a record of any medical expenses related to that final illness. 

ω If the Veteran wishes to be interred in a national cemetery, locate their pre-need burial 
approval (if they applied), or clarify their wishes as to where they would like to be 
interred. 

 
For the Veteranôs parents, spouse, or dependent children,  
after the Veteranôs passing: 

ω Consider if you wish to apply for VA Survivors Pension or DIC. 

ω If the Veteran had a VA Life Insurance policy, or other policy, prepare and submit a claim 
with required supporting documentation. 

ω If you have a medical condition, disease, or injury which necessitates the aid and attendance 
of another person in performing your activities of daily life, or are housebound, have your 
physician complete a statement outlining your medical condition. 

ω If you believe the ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ death was related to a condition incurred during military 
service, or exacerbated by military service, obtain copies of any private medical records 
from the ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ physician (VA hospital records and military medical records can be 
obtained by VA). 



http://www.va.gov/vaforms


https://www.benefits.va.gov/INSURANCE/file_death_claim.asp#tier4innerContent
https://www.benefits.va.gov/INSURANCE/file_death_claim.asp#required_documents
https://www.va.gov/life-insurance/options-eligibility
https://www.va.gov/life-insurance/options-eligibility


http://www.ebenefits.va.gov/ebenefits/vso-search
http://www.archives.gov/research/order/standard-form-180.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
https://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
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